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connected with Rome, adopted these offices at about the same
time.
From all this we gain the impression that towards the middle of
the third century the Roman community was steadily advancing
in prosperity and solidarity. In this period the basis was laid for
the development of the ecclesiastical 'parishes' in Rome and a
number of the oldest 'Titular-churches' originated, which became
the centres of the smaller parochial communities scattered through-
out the capital But the Roman community remained a unity of
which the bishop was the head. When Fabian on 20 January 250
fell a victim to the Decian persecution, it was rightly held in-
expedient at once to choose a successor, and for the time being the
government of the community was left in the hands of the college
of presbyters and deacons. To this period belongs a correspond-
ence with the bishop of Carthage, which gives us the most
valuable insight into the inner history of the Church in the West1.
IV.   ROME AND CARTHAGE
The African church was probably founded from Rome. We
have no certain information on the question, but the conjecture of
Roman origin is based upon its geographical situation and can be
supported by a statement of Tertullian's that for Carthage Rome is
vested with apostolic authority2. But in fact we have no know-
ledge of the earjy African church, and it is not until about 180
that the earliest expressions of Christian life in Africa become
available. But as a compensation this church emerges into the
light of history with a great personality, and through Tertullian3
it attained a spiritual leadership which it held and increased
until the day when Augustine's life drew to its close in his epi-
scopal city of Hippo Regius, during its siege by the Vandals.
It must be admitted that the writings of this first of the Latin
Fathers tell us little enough about the rise of the African church
and of all that Christianity did and suffered about the year 200 in
the spiritually most alive of the provinces of the West. But in-
stead we become the more accurately acquainted with the move-
ments of thought amidst which Tertullian lived, and with the
theological dangers which he strove to avert from the church. We
see clearly how all the controversial issues which disturbed the
Roman church after the middle of the second century were also
carried over to Africa. But the writings of Tertullian do not leave
1  Cyprian, Ep. 8, 9, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 30, 31, 35, 36, 37.
2  Tertullian, de Praescr. 36.
3  On Tertullian, see also helow, pp. 590 sqq.